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A REDEDICATION 


I daresay every Christmas 
since that first one nearly 
two thousand years ago, has 
had a unique place in the 
minds of men. But I suggest 
there might be something par- 
ticularly significant about 
this Christmas of 1959. 

I say this because free 
America, whose traditions and 
principles are based in the 
Christian ideal, facesa force 
in the world today which is 
the denial of everything for 
which we stand. This force is 
international communism. And 
it is sad to contemplate - at 


this season when we celebrate 
the birth of Christ —- that 
there are men amongst us who 
think we can compromise with 
a force which denies God and 
all His teachings. It not only 
denies God and His Son, but 
has sworn to wipe Them from 
the hearts and minds of men. 
This is therefore a good 
time for us to recall that 
our nation was founded, estab- 
lished, and built to greatness 
by truly religious people. | 
do not mean that they were 
necessarily Baptists or Meth- 
odists or Catholics or Luth- 








erans or Jews or Presbyterians 
or any of the numerous other 
religious sects. Some were 
and some were not. The point 
is that they all acknowledged 
the guidance of a Higher Being 
in man’s affairs. The first 
settlers in America came here 
seeking not the good life, 
not security, not wealth. They 
came here to find freedom to 
worship God as they saw fit. 
And when the time approached 
for these people and their 
successors to put together a 
government for the protection 
of free men, they recognized 
Almighty God - not the State, 
not some benevolent ruler - 
but Almighty God as the 
Creator of man’s liberty. 
Thomas Jefferson said it once 
and for all, in our Declara- 
tion of Independence - ‘‘that 


CLASS WARFARE 


One form of tyranny with 
which the communists and their 
dupes seek constantly to cor- 
rupt our minds, is the notion 
of “class warfare.” It is 
essential to the aims of 
communism that dissension and 
distrust be brought about - 
that workers should hate 
bosses, and vice versa; that 
farmers hate city-dwellers; 
that races and religions hate 
each other; that economic 


they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalien- 
able rights.” 

It is these unalienable 
rights, and the Creator who 
endowed them, which communism 
would wipe from the face of 
the earth. It will not do 
to say that communists are 
merely atheists and deserve 
the same tolerance we accord 
to all beliefs. Their avowed 
purpose is the destruction of 
all freedom and all belief, 
except adherence to an all- 
powerful and tyrannical State. 
And so, as we rededicate 
ourselves to the Christian 
principles on which our nation 
is founded, let us also re- 
dedicate ourselves to Thomas 
Jefferson’s ‘‘eternal war on 
every form of tyranny over 
the mind of man.” 


groups despise and envy other 
economic groups, and so on. 
Of course, thereisno gett- 
ing away from the fact that 
human society naturally div- 
ides itself into what are 
called classes. Actually, a 
so-called classless society 
is an impossibility - unless 
all human beings are turned 
into mindless robots. The 
communists themselves have 
proved this, with the rise in 
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their system of the “new 
class” of communist bureau- 
crats who lord it over the 
rest of the people. 

But here in America (up un- 
til recently) what is called 
class-consciousness has never 
been much of a factor in our 
thinking. This is because we 
are a free people, and be- 
cause we have before us the 
Christian ideal. As for econ- 
omic class warfare, on which 
the Reds lay so much stress, 
it is the genius of our free 
enterprise system that every 
man who wants to, can be a 
capitalist. After all, what 
is a capitalist? He is a man 
who has a stake in - a bit of 
ownership — in the capitalist 
system. You may be a steel- 
worker, or a filling-station 


attendant, or a teacher. But 
if you own your own home, if 
you have invested in a few 
shares of stock, if you buy 
insurance, or have a savings 
account, you are a capitalist 
because you have an interest 
and a stake in the capitalist 
system — the free enterprise 
system which enables the man 
who stokes the blast-furnace 
to be just as much of a cap- 
italist as the president of 
the steel company. 

When you come to think of 
it, capitalism comes closer 
to producing a more nearly 
classless society than any 
other economic system yet 
conceived. But make no mis- 
take about it, the communist 
aim of class warfare has made 
inroads on our thinking. For 
instance, some American labor 
union bosses, perhaps without 
realizing it, have adopted 
the communist technique of 
class warfare to hold their 
power over union members. One 
instance of what I mean is 
particularly shocking in this 
season of Christian charity, 
peace, and good will. 

The workers in the steel 
mills, as you know, are back 
at work, after a long strike 
which was temporarily ended 
by a Taft-Hartley injunction. 
With the camaraderie which is 
usual in American indstury, 








bosses say “good morning” to 
workers. They ask about their 
families. Steel company off- 
icials extend greetings of 
the season to their workers. 
Some steel mills play carols 
during the Christmas season. 
The average American’s react- 
ion to these amenities is - 
what’s so unusual about it? 
Isn’t this as it should be? 
But according to Steel Labor, 
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the official paper of the 
Steelworkers Union, all this 
is an “insidious wreck-and- 
ruin plot.” That’s what the 
paper says. It is all dreamed 
up by what the union bosses 
call “greedy industrial plan- 
ners.” The labor leaders, you 
see, have adopted the commun- 
ist technique of trying to 
stir up class warfare between 
workers and employers. 


IS WELFARE-STATISM CHRISTIAN? 


Another baleful notion 
which has made inroads on 
American thinking is that 
Christ himself was in favor 
of a welfare state. Unfortun- 
ately, this notion has been 
helped along by unthinking 
people - even certain well- 
meaning churchmen —- who have 
confused the Christian ideal 
of charity with government 
handouts. This is a good time 
to refer these welfare-staters 
to the Gospel of Luke. A man 
wanted Jesus to force his 
brother to divide his inheri- 
tance with him. This, of 
course, is the very essence 
of the welfare state — when 
the government, which has 
nothing, takes from you in 
order to give to someone else. 
Jesus replied: “Who made me a 
judge or a divider over you?” 
Yet welfare-staters do not 


hesitate to do what Jesus re- 
fused to do — to be the judge 
and divider of your money. 
Jesus went further in this 
same Gospel and warned the 
people who heard this man’s 
pleato beware of coveting the 
possessions of others. 

Each Christmas season my 
thoughts return to something 
once said to me and others by 
George Sokolsky, the famous 
American columnist. Mr. Sok- 
olsky is a Jew, but his 
Christmas card of some years 
back will bear the repetition 
I have given it in other 
Christmas seasons. It says in 
essence what I have been try- 
ing to say here. George 
Sokolsky said of Christmas: 

“It is a day to rededicate 
oneself to an understanding 
of the Judaic-Ghristian civ- 
ilization, to the Old and the 
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New Testaments. It is a day 
on which to reject the mater- 
ialists who teach that life 
is purposeless and man a 
thing to be tossed about 
helplessly and hopelessly in 
a struggling but meaningless 
space. It is a day to restore 
the morals of a people so 
that life within the family 


will be orderly and in God’s 
image. The enemies of God 
preach in this middle of the 
Twentieth Century a doctrine 
of hate; the children of God 
seek love and will find it 
when they return to His com- 
mandments.” To this I would 
add only: A Happy Christmas 
to all! - John T. Flynn 


Foregoing items covered in Mutual network broadcast 12/20/59 
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Book Review 


CHRIST AND INDIVIDUALISM 

(Because of its special significance at this particular seas- 
on, we reprint below a review of a book which should be on 
everyone’s gift list all the year ‘round. ) 


THE HOPE OF THE WORLD by Dan 
Smoot, 57 pages, Miller Co., 
Dallas, $2.00. 

Was Christ a socialist? Of 
course not. But to listen to 
our latter-day practitioners 
of what is known as the “mod- 
ern social gospel,” one would 
suppose that Christ was the 
original socialist. The need 
for this strange reasoning is 
not far to seek. 

Socialism is, at best, a 
rather disreputable ideology. 
It denies the individual. It 
denies certain God-given 
rights which are inherent in 


the individual. To socialists, 


masses — not individuals - 
must be considered; govern- 
ments — not men, not God - 
must give and take away. 

But in God-fearing and God- 
respecting America, the 
socialists got nowhere preach- 
ing their concept of the State 
as God. And so the modern 
hooded and hidden socialist 
began to clothe his Godless 
ideology in the habiliments 
of Christianity - to the con- 
fusion and (sadly) conversion 
of some otherwise good Ameri- 
cans. 











Dan Smoot, in this simply 
written and beautifully illus 
trated book, takes us back 
to first principles. They can- 
not be restated too often, 
but Mr. Smoot, speaking from 
the heart and brain of a true 
individualist - and with the 
Gospel as his guide —- here 
gives to Americans the record 
of their heritage. 

This lovely little volume 
opens and closes with the 
Christmas story - the birth 
of a Savior. In the brief 
pages between, Dan Smoot 
states with great simplicity 
the meaning of Christianity. 
Equally as important, he clar- 
ifies for us the solemn and 
inspiring fact that here on 
these shores, with the estab- 
lishment of the American Re- 
public, the Christian ideal 


‘AN AMERICAN EPIC” 


reached its fullest flower. 

But an ideal which resulted 
in a governmental form that 
guaranteed to the individual 
his God-given liberty was 
bound to come under. attack 
from evil or misguided men 
who would themselves pl ay God. 
Mr. Smoot tells us from whence 
the attack springs, and how 
to repel it. He speaks from 
an experienced background as 
a former FBI man and as a 
widely known radio and TV 
commentator. 

THE HOPE OF THE WORLD is a 
splendid gift book for 
Christmas, Easter, birthdays 
or any other days —- espec- 
ially for young people. And 
we should like to see a copy 
placed in the hands of every 
Christian minister and priest 
in America. —- Rosalie Gordon 


The indefatigable Herbert Hoover has recently issued the 
first volume of a three-volume study with the above title 
(Regnery, 477 pages, $6.50). Its subtitle is “The Kelief of 
Belgium and Northern France.” It comprises the full story of 
the gigantic effort, which Mr. Hoover headed, to save the 
people of Belgium and Northern France in the years between 
1914 and 1930, from pestilence and starvation. 

This was truly an American Epic because, as Mr. Hoover 
points out, we were the first people in history to take lit- 
erally the biblical injunction: ‘‘I am my brother’s keeper.” 


‘“‘Never before has a nation,’ 


says Mr. Hoover, “undertaken 


such burdens consciously and collectively, that human life, 


and even civilization, might be preserved. Our people accom- 
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7 
plished this task of compassion by self-denial, by longer 
hours of labor and greater tax burdens - with no return oth- 
er than to their own consciences.” 

And, we might add, the whole effort - in principle, shape 
and form — was a far cry from our latter-day policy of using 
government (taxpayer) funds to buy the “friendship” of other 
governments which don’t stay bought. 


CH.D. 


“With due regard for Ph.v.’s, what we need very badly in 
this country are more Ch.U.’s. By use of this term, I mean 
Doctors of Character. While not everyone can be a Ph.U., it 
is possible for everyone to be a Ch.L...I am appalled at the 
growing body of evidence that clearly shows the moral disin- 
tegration, lack of intestinal fortitude, absence of sel f- 
discipline, and ignorance of the true values of life.” 

- Lt. Gen. Arthur G. Trudeau, 
Chief of Army Research 


“T place economy among the first and most important public 
virtues, and public debt as the greatest of dangers to be 
feared. To preserve our independence, we must not let our 


rulers load us with perpetual debt. 
- Thomas Jefferson 
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